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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 18131 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, UR 

SUBJ: NARCOTICS: POPPY STRAW PROCESSING CAPACITIES 
DEPT PASS ED JOHNSON OMB 
REF: STATE 262207 

1. EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS REQUEST FORWARDED 
IN REFTEL WITH SOVIET MINISTIRES OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL 
INDUSTRY. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY MINISTRIES HAVE REQUESTED 
WRITTEN REQUEST FROM EMBASSY, WITH FULL DETAILS OF REQUIRED 
INFORMATION. EMBASSY HAS FORWARDED REQUESTED LETTER TO 
MINISTRIES, EXPLAINING THAT DATA NEEDED FOR GENERAL SURVEY 
OF CAPACITY BUT NOT INDICATING SPECIFIC SHORTAGES. 

2. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH SOVIETS NEXT WEEK. HOWEVER. 
BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE WITH SUCH REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
ON PRODUCTION CAPACITIES, EMBASSY DOES NOT EXPECT TIMELY OR 
INFORMATIVE RESPONSE. 
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